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"I’m Alessandra Steinherr and my day job is the 
Beauty Director of Glamour magazine in the UK, 
and I do a little bit of Instagramming on the side. 
[Laughs] My path was a funny one, since it was 
definitely not an obvious one. You know, I didn’t 
grow up in London, or New York, or Paris, or 
Milan–which are the big cities when it comes to 
magazines. As a kid, my grandmother used to do 
haute couture...back then, women didn't 
have Zara, they had a couturier instead. My 
grandmother would have all 
these Italian and Paris Vogues, so I would spend 
summers sitting among all the seamstresses, 
looking at all these magazines. But I was never 
drawn to the clothes—I was always drawn to the 

faces, the makeup, the hair. I guess being a curvy girl, I couldn’t really identify with the outfits. Beauty was 
so much more accessible, it was so much more democratic… Everyone can wear a lipstick. So I went to 
university, and I studied Economics and Mathematics–nothing to do with [beauty]. I got my Bachelor's 
degree, and I thought, 'That’s it, I want to work for a magazine.' My dad was like, 'That’s a hobby.' And I 
said, 'It’s my passion, I want to do it.' So he said, 'If that’s what you want to do, do what you want.' 

The internet has changed everything for the beauty industry–literally turned it all on its head. For a long 
time, when women–and men as well, but predominantly women–wanted beauty information, they went to 
magazines, or advertisements. And now, it’s opened it up so much. For me, I’ve embraced Instagram–it’s 
given me a second lease on life. I’m a huge communicator, so I love nothing more than having that direct 
contact with my readers. I love the transparency, I love that we have to be more accountable. I love that 
you have to know what you’re talking about. It's also opened up the industry to more visions and 
interpretations of beauty. I myself am very classic, but I love the girls who wear tons of makeup, I like girls 
who wear no makeup–I like when the boys wear it as well. My assistant at Glamour is a boy. The only 
thing that concerns me is that as much good advice can be proliferated, bad advice can be too. That’s 
why I do what I do, because hopefully there can be more of a voice of reason, or of measure. 

MAKEUP 
For eyes, I always use a brown pencil. I’ve got Costa Riche by MAC on today. I always smudge it with a 
little brush and pull it out. Every day, I use Groundwork by MAC in the crease. And then, for eyeshadows, 
I’ll use anything brown. I like the new Ombre Première by Chanel, also love the Urban Decay Beware. As 
far as palettes go, I’m obsessed with Honeymoon by Tom Ford–it’s a beautiful palette. It’s shimmer, it’s 
high glamour. It’s got your bronzes, your browns, a bit of red. And then there’s a Chanel one, the Candeur 
Et Experience–it’s all matte. They’re both really great basics. I just got into reds and terracottas so the 
new Urban Decay Naked Heat is perfect for me. My favorite mascara is Superhero by It Cosmetics. I like 
big brushes, that gets me lots of volume. For my brows, I don’t use anything besides Rapid Brow 
Eyebrow Enhancing Serum, which holds them in place. I get them threaded, but I go as little as possible 
because I like them to look quite bushy. I go to a place called Blink Brow Bar, but I always try to be not 
too perfect. I can look quite doll-like in my face, so I have to be careful not to look too cute-sy. 
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